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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 14th November 2016 at the 

Parish Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, R J Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H 

Harlock, J A Parker, R A Payne, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and 

Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

 

County Councillor M R Tew. 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

Sergeant A Street, Cambridgeshire Constabulary 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

An apology for absence was received on behalf of Councillor Mrs J M Cole. 

 

 

132/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman expressed her appreciation to all those involved in the Remembrance 

Sunday service and parade on 13th November, including Squadron Leader A Callander 

from RAF Wyton, former Councillor Huggins’ grandson who had played the bugle and 

the Police for their support.  It was also suggested that a keyboard be used to accompany 

the hymn at the service in future years with Councillor Dr Withams offering to be the 

pianist. 

 

The Chairman drew attention to the successful planting of 250 crocus bulbs at The Weir 

on 11th November which had been donated by the Ramsey Rotary Club as part of the 

‘Purple4Polio’ campaign.  Members were informed that children from the Under Fives 

Playgroup had carried out the planting accompanied by their parents and representatives 

of the Rotary Club.  Details of the event had been posted on the Council’s Facebook 

page. 

 

The Chairman thanked those Members who had attended the Parish Council surgeries at 

the Library on Saturday mornings which appeared to have been well received by the 

public.  Members were informed that the Council’s Facebook page was attracting much 
interest and the Chairman thanked Councillors Ms Gifford and Dr Withams for their help 

in administering the account. 

 

Finally the Chairman reported on a well-attended visit by representatives of the Parish 

Council to the premises of Woodford Recycling Ltd on 11th November at which a very 

informative presentation had been given by the Managing Director.       
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 133/16 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Dr Withams and seconded by Councillor Mrs Tavener, 

the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th October 2016 were approved as a correct record 

and signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

134/16 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

Councillor Dr Withams declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in Minute No. 

145/16 (Warboys Archaeological Project) as she was a member of that organisation. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a dispensation be granted to enable Councillor Dr Withams to speak but not 

vote on the matter. 

 

 

135/16 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Sergeant A Street of Cambridgeshire 

Constabulary who circulated a list of the incidents in Warboys that had been recorded by 

the Police in October.  These amounted to 6 incidents comprising 3 cases of criminal 

damage, 1 vehicle crime and two drugs offences.  In addition there had been 3 reports of 

anti-social behaviour.   

  

Contrary to trends elsewhere both locally and nationally, Sergeant Street informed 

Members that both recorded crime and anti-social behaviour had fallen in Warboys over 

the past year and he congratulated the Parish Council for their work in conjunction with 

the Police in addressing the issue in Warboys. 

 

Further to Minute No. 111/16(a), The Clerk reported that since the previous meeting, he 

and the Chairman, together with District Councillor Bucknell, had met Sergeant Street 

and one of the County Council’s Youth Workers to consider steps that could be taken to 

provide meaningful activities for young people and reduce the incidence of criminal 

damage and anti-social behaviour.  This had resulted in the Youth Worker liaising with 

the Windmill Bakery with a view to remaining open later in the evening for use by young 

people and in the possibility of some outreach work to establish what the young people 

wanted.  The Clerk reported that the officer would be meeting her Manager earlier that 

day and would be reporting back on the action that the County Council proposed to take.  

 

After answering a number of questions, Sergeant Street was thanked by the Chairman for 

his attendance and he left the meeting. 
 

 

136/16 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 10th 

October 2016:- 
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(a) Christmas Lighting 

 

Further to Minute No. 111/16(c), the Clerk reported that he had been informed 

that Balfour Beatty were unable to supply a cost for the adaption of a further 4 

lighting columns in the High Street for Christmas lighting displays before the 

beginning of 2017 as they had limited staffing currently.  However an updated 

inventory had now been supplied by the Lighting Group for insurance purposes 

 

(b) Asset of Community Value – White Hart Public House  

 

Further to Minute No. 111/16(f), the Clerk advised Members that he had now 

submitted an application to the District Council for the registration of the White 

Hart public house as an asset of community value. 

 

(c) Trees 

 

Arising from Minute No 111/16(g), the Clerk reported that he was still trying to 

identify an arboriculturalist who would be prepared to undertake a survey of the 

trees in Adams Lyons playground.  

 

(d) Defibrillator 

 

Further to Minute No. 111/16(i), the Clerk reported that he had asked the 

Community Heartbeat Trust to expedite the delivery of the defibrillator funded by 

the 55 Plus Group. 

 

(e) Appointment of Timebank Co-ordinator 

 

Further to Minute No. 111/16(l), the Clerk reported that the Timebank Co-

ordinator had started work and in order to help to monitor progress with the 

project and provide support for the Co-ordinator, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Chairman and Councillors Payne and Dr Withams be appointed to a 

working group to monitor the Timebank scheme. 

 

(f) Local Highway Improvement Initiative 

 

Further to Minute No. 111/16(m), the Clerk reported that he would be submitting 

the bid to the County Council shortly for the High Street resurfacing scheme 

under the Local Highway Improvement Initiative.     

 

(g)  Facebook Account 

 

Arising from Minute No. 111/16(o), Councillor Dr Withams advised that the 

Council’s Facebook page was now attracting considerable interest and Members 

were encouraged to share the page with others. 

 

(Councillor England arrived in the meeting at this point in the proceedings.) 
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(h) Lone Worker Arrangements 

 

Arising from Minute No. 111/16(p), the Clerk reported that he had been advised 

by Skyguard that they were unable to support 2 of the 4 mobile phones used by 

the Council’s employees under a phone monitoring contract.  However the second 

company that had submitted a quotation, Guardian 24, had confirmed that they 

could support all of the phones and it was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a contract be entered into with Guardian 24 instead of Skyguard to provide 

lone worker support to the Council’s employees..  

 

(i) Monthly Surgeries 

 

Further to Minute No. 111/16(q), the Chairman advised that the fortnightly 

surgeries by Members of the Parish Council at the Library appeared to be working 

well and had been well received by the public. 

 

(j) Closure of Station Road Footpath 

 

Further to Minute No. 111/16(r), the Clerk reported that he had been advised by a 

member of the public that the footway had been fenced off at the entrance to the 

Station Road development.  However having drawn this to the attention of David 

Wilson Homes the fencing had been removed from the footway and relocated on 

site with an assurance given that there would be no repetition unless a safe 

alternative for pedestrians was provided. 

 

(k) Tree Warden Support 
 

Further to Minute No. 116/16, the Clerk reported that the District Council’s 

request for funding to retain the post of Tree Warden Co-ordinator would be dealt 

with by the Finance and General Purposes Committee when they met to consider 

the budget for 2017/18. 

 

(l) Horticultural and Craft Show 

 

Further to Minute No 117/16, Councillor Ms Backhouse advised that she was 

awaiting a response from the Warboys Community Primary School before 

progressing further with the reinstatement of the Horticultural and Craft Show. 

 

(m) Capping of Council Tax Increases 

 
Further to Minute No. 120/16, the Clerk reported that he had been advised that 

Shailesh Vara MP had written to the Minister on behalf of the Parish Council to 

object to the possible introduction of referenda for council tax increases by town 

and parish councils above the capping level set by the Secretary of State each 

year.  Members were informed that there had been considerable opposition to the 

proposal and that the objection by the Society of Local Council Clerks had 

included an example from the Warboys letter in their response. 
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(n) Audit of Accounts 2015/16 

Arising from Minute No. 121/16, the Clerk reported the receipt of a reply from 

Littlejohn LLP, the external auditors, accepting the explanations provided in 

response to the matters raised in their audit of the Annual Return for 2015/16. 

 

(o) Land West of Station Road 

 

Arising from Minute No. 123/16, Members were reminded that a meeting had 

been arranged with Gladman Developments Ltd on 15th November in response to 

their offer to meet with the Council to discuss potential community benefits from 

a possible phase II development of land west of Station Road. 

 

(p) Registration of Council Land 

 

Further to Minute No. 125/16, the Clerk reported that he had successfully 

registered with the Land Registry the surrender of the lease of the Parish Centre 

car park by the District Council and would be working with the Council’s legal 

adviser to register all of the outstanding parcels of land owned by the Council that 

had not been registered previously. 

 

(q) Attendance at Meetings 

 

Arising from Minute No. 127/16, the Chairman reported on her attendance at the 

Connections Bus Project AGM at Impington on 25th October 2016.  Information 

was provided on the history of the project and the Chairman advised that the 

attendance levels at Warboys on Friday evenings still remained the highest at the 

villages visited by the project’s vehicles. 

 

Councillor Dr Withams also reported on her attendance at the Hunts Forum AGM 

at Godmanchester on 10th November. 

 

 

137/16 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 10th October 

2016 be received. 

 

 

138/16 ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Allotments Committee held on 31st 

October 2016 be received. 

 

 

139/16 LEISURE AREAS COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 
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that the Minutes of the meeting of the Leisure Areas Committee held on 31st 

October 2016 be received. 

 

 

140/16 LANDFILL RESTORATION AND AFTERCARE STEERING GROUP 

 

The notes of the meeting of the Restoration and Aftercare Steering Group in respect of 

the Warboys Landfill Site held on 23rd September 2016 (copies of which had been 

circulated) were received. 

 

District Councillor Bucknell reported that there was a possibility that a replacement had 

been identified to fill the Parish’s place on the Steering Group previously occupied by the 

late Dr N Holmes. 

 

 

141/16 ELECTORAL CYCLE 

 

Further to Minute No. 95/16, Members considered a report by the District Council 

inviting comments on the proposed change in the electoral cycle of parish councils in 

Huntingdonshire (copies of which had been circulated). 

 

As the District Council were moving to whole council elections, the first of which would 

be held in 2018, town and parish councils had been invited to consider changing the year 

of their elections to coincide with the District Council cycle which would enable costs to 

be shared.  Alternatively a parish council could remain on its existing cycle of elections, 

which in the case of Warboys would be 2020 and every 4 years thereafter.  However in 

the latter circumstance, the Parish Council would have to bear the whole of the cost of the 

election unless this coincided with another election taking place at that time. 

 

The Clerk reported that he had enquired whether it would be possible to extend the term 

of office of Members at Warboys until 2022 to then coincide with District Council 

elections in that year but that he had yet to receive an answer. 

 

Members were of the opinion that the cost of having elections out of step with those of 

the District Council could not be justified and it was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the District Council be informed that the Parish Council agrees to 

change the date of its elections to coincide with District Council elections; 

and  

 
(b) that the District Council be requested to change the year of the next 

election in Warboys to 2022 but if not possible legally, to change the year 

to 2018. 
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142/16 WINTER GRITTING 

 

The Clerk drew attention to a map supplied by the County Council (copies of which had 

been circulated) showing the routes that would be gritted in Cambridgeshire in the 

forthcoming winter.  As a result of a sum of £650,000 having to be cut from the gritting 

budget, officers had changed the criteria for the gritting routes and Statfold Green, 

Humberdale Way and School Road would no longer be gritted.  Members were reminded 

that the Parish Council had agreed to meet the cost of gritting Puddock Hill in 2015/16 

and the Clerk reported that the question as to which routes should be subsidised by the 

Council again in the coming winter would be considered at a meeting of the Finance and 

General Purposes Committee later in the week. 

 

The Clerk also reported that the Handymen would continue to grit the footways in the 

streets identified by the Parish Council in icy conditions, although this would now be at 

the discretion of the Parish Council as opposed to responding to gritting alerts previously 

supplied by the County Council. 

 

 

143/16   WARBOYS ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT 

 

Members noted a report (copies of which had been circulated) that had been supplied by 

the Warboys Archaeological Project with regard to land situated between Humberdale 

Way and Station Road.  Based on research that they had carried out, the Project suggested 

that there might potentially be evidence of a Saxon enclosure on land situated between 

Station Road and Humberdale Way. 

 

Councillor Dr Withams advised that the Local History Society wanted to alert the Parish 

Council to the situation, having regard to the current development of part of the land by 

David Wilson Homes and a consultation exercise being carried out by a planning 

consultant for the development of further land in the vicinity.  She mentioned that an 

archaeological survey had been undertaken of the site of the current development as a 

condition of the planning permission.  However it was understood that the report had 

been submitted to the County Council but had yet to be made public. 

 

Under the circumstances, the Clerk indicated that he would try to ascertain whether the 

report was available for public release. 

 

 

144/16 TOUR OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE 2017 

 

The Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) following a meeting 

that he and the Chairman had attended with the organisers of the Tour of Cambridgeshire 

cycle race in 2017.  It had been suggested that the route of the race might be altered to 
include Warboys and the Clerk had consulted organisations that might have been affected 

by the race passing through the village. 

 

The Chairman and Clerk were of the opinion that this would have provided an exciting 

opportunity for the village to support the event.  However the Clerk reported that he had 

subsequently been informed by the organisers that as this would have involved closing 

the B1040 between Warboys and Wistow Toll, the organisation and cost involved would 
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have been excessive.  A decision had therefore been taken by the organisers not to route 

the race through Warboys. 

 

 

145/16  PATHFINDER MARCH 2017 

 

Members were informed that 2017 would be the twentieth anniversary of the Pathfinder 

March, with the event being held on 17th June.  The route followed the Pathfinder long 

distance footpath of 46 miles passing through four former WWII Pathfinder airfields and 

usually attracted over 400 entrants.   

 

Members were of the opinion that this should be celebrated in some way and as the Royal 

Oak was usually used as a check-in point during the event, Councillor Mrs Wyatt offered 

to speak to the licensee to enquire whether they would be interested in being involved in 

any celebrations as the walkers passed through. 

 

Consideration of the matter was therefore deferred to the next meeting. 

 

 

146/16 BEACON LIGHTING – 11TH NOVEMBER 2018 

 

The Clerk reported that a national chain of beacons would be lit as part of the ‘Battle’s 

Over – A Nation’s Tribute and WWI Beacons of Light’ at 7.00 p.m. on 11th November 

2018 to commemorate 100 years since the end of hostilities in the First World War.  The 

organiser had asked whether Warboys would be taking part in the event and if so, this 

would be included in the national campaign literature for the event which would be 

published early in 2017. 

 

As the Council had already purchased a beacon for use at the Queen’s 90th birthday 

celebration, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Pageantmaster be informed that Warboys will take part in the national 

chain of beacons to be lit for the Battle’s Over event in November 2018. 

 

 

147/16 PARISH CENTRE 

 

The Clerk updated Members on the ongoing discussions by the working group appointed 

to investigate the feasibility of replacing the Parish Centre.  It was reported that a meeting 

was being arranged with representatives of the Under Fives Playgroup to ascertain 

whether they would be interested in a larger development of the Parish Centre/Playgroup 
site. 

 

It was reported that the boiler at the Under Fives Playgroup had broken down earlier that 

day which had resulted in children having to be sent home.  The Clerk advised that the 

Playgroup had not enquired about the use of the Parish Centre as an interim measure and 

that he would liaise with the Playgroup Leaders to see if this would be of help.  In any 

event, the Chairman suggested that the Parish Centre use be offered as part of a disaster 

recovery plan for the Under Fives Playgroup. 
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148/16  IDENTITY BADGES 

 

As Members were now taking part in surgeries at the Library and the Timebank Co-

ordinator would be meeting members of the public on a regular basis, the Clerk invited 

Members to consider the provision of identity badges carrying photographs to enable 

Members and officers to be identified more easily. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that arrangements be made for identity badges with photographs to be supplied to 

all Members and employees of the Council.  

 

 

149/16 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received since 

the previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 

Members for information:- 

 

(a) Open Space 

 

 Autumn edition published by the Open Spaces Society 

 

(b) Clerks and Councils Direct 

 

 November 2016 edition 

 

 

150/16 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported on matters raised at the Open Forum following the previous meeting 

of the Council.  A member of the public had queried the arrangements for an open day at 

the Wiggs Farm development but it had transpired that this had been a viewing day for 

prospective tenants of the new housing.  District Councillor Bucknell informed Members 

that all of the rented housing at the estate had been allocated to local people under the 

terms of the Section 106 Agreement for the development.  However two of the shared 

ownership houses had yet to be bought and the Clerk reported that the landlords had 

asked if an article could be included in the next edition of the Warboys Diary to advertise 

their availability.  Councillor Dr Withams also offered to include the information on the 

Council’s Facebook page.  

 

Attention had been drawn to a count of users of the Library that the County Council was 

undertaking. 
 

A member of the Warboys Archaeological Project had drawn attention to the report that 

they had compiled of the land west of Station Road which had been referred to earlier in 

the meeting. 

 

Another member of the public had suggested that a better car park should be provided for 

visitors to the cemetery in Church Road but had been informed that this was a matter for 

the church and the County Council as the highway authority. 
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151/16 ACCOUNTS 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Dr Withams and seconded by Councillor Mrs Tavener, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 (a) that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – October 2016                    998.04  

                                     

W E Batterbee  Salary – October 2016    869.89 

                                          

R Edwards  Salary – October 2016    257.00 

     

R Reeves  Salary – October 2016    968.53 

 

A A Clasper  Salary – October 2016    218.70 

                    

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – October 2016             1,244.58                     

                                

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre         93.47 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement for keys cut (Timebank)    15.00 

 

R Reeves  ID photos for Land Registry        7.99 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – purchase of mobile phone    60.00 

   (Timebank) 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – purchase of Epson printer    49.49 

   (Timebank) 

 

M J Buddle  Reimbursement – Paint      43.00 

 

M J Buddle  Reimbursement – gardening supplies     12.72 

 

Cranbrook Plants Winter bedding plants     194.40 
 

CPRE   Annual membership subscription     36.00 

 

Citizens Advice  Grant       100.00 

Bureau Cambs 

 

ESPO   Plane         51.96 
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Total Solutions Laptop and Office 2016 system   825.60 

(Timebank) 

Field (Compost) Ltd Soil improver      187.20 

 

Business Services  Additional insurance premium (laptop)      4.79  

at CAS Ltd. 

 

Premier Gas Services Service of gas appliances – Parish Centre  144.00 

  

 

Total Solutions IT  Additional broadband           12.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Ms J Wills  Refund of allotment deposit (plot 23)     20.00  

 

Ivan Barrett  Replacement tyre for van      69.60 

 

Dyers of Warboys Gardening supplies         9.60  

 

Vodaphone  Mobile phone contract (Timebank)       9.50 

 

Colin Meadowcroft Car park lease surrender     500.00 

 

Cambridgeshire Gritting of Puddock Hill (2015/16)   784.80 

County Council 

 

GreenCity   Computer anti-virus protection – December        20.90 

Solutions  (Includes October/November for Timebank) 

(formerly   (paid by direct debit) 

Total Solutions) 

  

GreenCity    Computer backup online - December       36.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Computer support contract –  December             104.52 

Solutions  (Includes October/November for Timebank) 

(paid by direct debit) 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      39.68 

 

Cambridge &   Transfer to investment account         20,000.00 

Counties Bank 

 
The Community  Defibrillator              2,424.00 

Heartbeat Trust  

(Solutions) Ltd 

 

R Reeves  Petty cash        25.00 

 

R Reeves  Mileage claim        52.85 
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R Reeves  Reimbursement – van hire       28.71 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – ink cartridges     29.68 

 

Information  Data Protection registration      35.00 

Commissioner 

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies    121.13 

 

 (b) that payment of the following amount prior to the meeting be endorsed:- 

 

Land Registry  Fee for surrender of car park lease               40.00 

 

 

152/16 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for October 2016, together with the 

list of Parish Centre bookings for that month, copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 


